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DESCRIPTION: An Outline Planning Application for 75 Residential Units of Mixed 
Tenure and 50 College Residential Units
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The Sample block overlaid on part of the proposed site.

Following our work on Reigate Barn, Bluepencil Designs were 
invited by Trust Project Management to prepare a feasibility 
study for Oak Hill Theological College, to develop land they 
owned, in order to finance the repairs and maintenence of the 
College’s listed Building.

The feasibility study was well recieved by the College Board 
and Bluepencil designs were then commissioned to prepare 
an Outline Planning Application for the college.

The Application was in two phases. The first phase was 
for fifty new residential homes for College Students and 
their families as well as the demolition and replacement of 
five existing houses. The students and their families would 
typically spend two years at the College, so the issue of 
garden maintenence needed to be considered and factored 
into the layout. 

The proposed solution was to have the front doors of houses 
facing the public realm, as one would expect, and a communal 
rear garden, accessible by all the student’s families. This 
created a safe environment for the student’s children which 
was another key concern for the College. The intention is for 
the communal gardens to be managed and maintained by 
the College gardeners.

The second phase was more conventional in layout and 
provided the College with both affordable and private 
housing. The College would rent out the affordable homes to 
generate an income for on-going College maintenence, and 
sell the private housing for immediate repairs to the college 
buildings.

Using our data linked units we were able to quickly produce 
layouts and schedules of different arrangements for the 
College to test financial viability. The final solution was then 
submitted for planning approval.


