
CLIENT:

LOCATION:

John Hall Voluntary Trust

The Parsonage, Marden, Kent



DESCRIPTION: An Outline Planning Application for 183 Residential Units with 
Public Open Space, Orchard and Allotments. 

The proposed development at The Parsonage in Marden 
needed to be part of the natural growth pattern of the village. 
The masterplan takes urban design references from Marden 
and surrounding towns and villages. 

In order for our proposed development to reflect the 
characteristics of its location, we studied the urban design, 
townscape, architecture and materials of the conservation 
areas in the Borough. The figure ground studies shown in 
the Design and Access Statement, illustrate different types of 
settlement pattern found in the Borough, near Marden: linear, 
market town, dispersed and village green. Each settlement 
pattern creates a unique character. 

Our masterplan, is divided into three distinct areas: The 
Street, The Green and The Orchard. Each area has a  
townscape characteristic drawn from the settlement patterns 
studied. 

The site was not allocated for housing and this was one of 
four sites being promoted. It was important that we produced 
a design that fitted well into the existing settlement in every 
way.

There was no developer partner working with us on this 
application so it was essential that the design would be 
attractive to residential housebuilders at a later date. 

Maidstone Borough Council wanted to ensure that what 
we designed was actually delivered so in addition to the 
usual parameter plans, they requested another - a ‘Building 
Frontage and Key Buildings Plan’

Maidstone Borough Council described the Design and 
Access Statement as ‘exemplary’ with ‘a very thorough and 
detailed analysis which clearly shaped the design’.

Planning consent was given in the Autumn of 2013.

The client has since re-appionted Bluepencil Designs on 
another project.

We used Revit software for it’s BIM capabilities in the 
masterplan to create a data-linked layout which could easily 
be adapted to suit a different mix of housetypes as necessary.

The consultant team included:

Phase 2 Planning and Development Ltd

Cannon Consulting Engineers

Lloydbore Landscape and Ecology

LR Consulting Ltd

Daedalus Environmental Ltd

Lambert and Foster LLP

Bluepencil Designs Ltd


