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DESCRIPTION:

This site is between the historic hamlet of Little Dunmow and 
the recently built development called Flitch Green. Chater 
Homes and Home Group invited five architectural practices 
including Bluepencil Designs, Metropolitan Architects, 
PRP, Farrels and Clague to prepare design proposals and 
present them to the client panel. Bluepencil Designs was 
unannimously chosen by the panel because their proposal 
which was for the design of the masterplan to appear as 
though the hamlet of Little Dunmow had ‘grown naturally over 
time’.

This Outline Planning Application was completed within just 
nine months, thanks to the excellent working relationships 
between the clients and all members of the consultant team, 
which included:

Andrew Martin Planning

Essex Ecology Services

The Landscape Partnership

KM Heritage

Colchester Archaeological Trust

Odyssey Markides

Sound Acoustics

WSP

Stephen M Daw Ltd

Bluepencil Designs Ltd

An Outline Planning Application for 750 Residential Units with 
Public Open Space, Village Centre and School on an unallocated site.

Bluepencil Designs carried out extensive research into the 
natural growth patterns of local villages and embedded some 
of the townscape, landscape and architectural characteristics 
found locally into the proposed masterplan. This was very 
well recieved by committee members one of whom stated:

‘All developers and designers should take a leaf out of your 
book- this is exactly how  it should be done’.

The site naturally divided into four distinct areas which helped 
to creat four different character areas, more traditional in 
urban form and architecture closest to Little Dunmow, and 
more contemporary closer to Flitch Green. These areas 
were referred to in the Design and Access Statement as: The 
Village Heart, The Rural Village, The Garden Suburb and 
The Garden Village. The village centre was situated in The 
Village Heart adjacent to Little Dunmow with the school and 
its playng fields providing a visual buffer and transition zone 
between the hamlet and the new development. The rationale 
for this was to ‘bring the heart back’ into the hamlet whith 
much needed facilities, from which the local community 
could benefit.

In addition to the Design and Access Statement, the Planning 
Application drawings and material for the Environmental 
Statement, Bluepencil Designs created a 3D model of the 
entire site which was data linked to provide the joint client 
team with up to date data as the design progressed and 
evolved,  so that appraisals could be checked at every stage.

Bluepencil Designs presented the proposal to the Planning 
Committee at Uttlesford District Council.


